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As small cities are now susceptible to a depreciating income source from the State of Washington to 

maintain and improve infrastructure, the city had to search for alternative resources that would help the 

city eliminate deficiencies in the street fund.  

The resources now available include creating a Transportation Benefit District which either adds a fee to 

resident’s annual car tabs or adds additional retail sales tax. In October 2012 the city created such a district 

which has averaged the city about $15,000 per year. The city has used those funds to add new streetlights, 

accommodate matching portion for grant monies, install speed feedback signs at each end of town, and 

helping to maintain deteriorating streets by funding annual street sealing projects.  

As part of a requirement to apply for grants through the Transportation Improvement Boards Complete 

Streets Program, the city passed its complete streets ordinance in October of 2015. The goal of the 

ordinance is to ensure that roads and transportation projects are designed to be safe for drivers; bicyclists; 

transit vehicles and pedestrians of all ages and abilities. The complete streets concept focuses not just on 

individual roads but on changing the decision-making process so that all users are routinely considered 

during the planning, designing, building and operating of all roadways.  

The city actively searched for other grant opportunities to ensure that infrastructure and facilities could 

be built to support future generations of residents. 

The city applied for grants through the Transportation Improvement Board, Complete Streets Program, 

The Recreation and Conservation office, the Washington State Department of Transportation, the 

Department of Commerce, the Paul Lauzier Foundation, Grant County Strategic Infrastructure and FEMA. 

The city was successful in its applications and was awarded grants from most of these agencies totaling 

approximately $2,309,310.00. 

During this time the city also purchased land behind the fire station in hopes of building a city park.  

The city applied and was awarded a grant in March of 2015 for services from Washington State 

University’s Rural Community Development Initiative to assist in the design concept for the trail and 

harbor community input regarding parks and recreation in the city.  

In the process the city learned that a requirement of many grants was to have a formal Parks and 

Recreation plan. This set the course for planning more than just the trail. The new plan was to gather 

community input on everything including parks, and improvements to the downtown area.  

In August of 2015 the City held its first public meeting regarding a trail/pathway that would run from North 

Dam Park to the entrance to Sunbanks Resort. A total of 9 public hearings and or workshops were held 

between 2015 and 2017 to gather public, and local business input.  



 

 

 

The City applied and was awarded a grant in October of 2015 for assistance from the National Park Service 

Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance program to ensure that we formulated a good plan and 

concentrated our efforts on the Ice Age Floods.  

The City was given assistance from the Grant County Health District to hold a community survey and gain 

public opinion on projects related to the Parks and Recreation plan of Electric City. 

The City held a community workshop led by the Dept of Health in February of 2016 to determine what 

should be on the survey and what was important to the residents. 

A community workshop led by WSU was held in May of 2016 to review the results of the survey and to 

gather further community input on the city’s Parks and Recreation plan. The final results of the survey 

were completed on 5/20/2016. 

A community workshop was held on 7/15/2016 to introduce the public to the concept for the Parks and 

Recreation Plan and to gather further input. The Parks and Recreation Plan was passed after a public 

hearing on July 11, 2017.  

Since then the city has made progressive efforts to develop parks, trails and infrastructure that supports 

the Parks and Recreation Plan and Complete Streets mentality.  

The grants that were awarded must not only be related to a plan such as the six-year transportation plan 

or the Parks & Recreation Plan but are agency specific and funds cannot be moved to other areas of the 

city or for purposes other than the agencies specify.  

The recent grants were awarded because of the adherence to the requirements of the individual grant 

applications and the focus that each agency was looking for when they reviewed the grants.  

The TIB Small Cities Arterial Grant for $698,000.00 was focused on connecting new facilities such as parks, 

city hall, and the downtown area with new sidewalks while fulfilling the deficiency of stormwater facilities 

in the city. Construction is expected to begin in August of 2019. 

The TIB Sidewalk Grant for $304,000.00 was focused on beginning the efforts to install sidewalks through 

the center of the city as recommended by more than 60% of the residents in the community survey. The 

grant coincided with the TIB arterials grant to further pedestrian and vehicle safety around the downtown 

area and city hall. The grant includes new pedestrian activated flashing beacons at the crosswalk near the 

Post Office.  Construction is expected to begin in August of 2019. 

The WSDOT pedestrian and bicycle grant for $672,000.00 was focused on creating a pedestrian and bicycle 

pathway ensuring visitors and residents will now be safe as they commute from Coulee Playland to North 

Dam Park. This is considered phase 1 of the Electric City Shoreline Waterfront Trail Project as approved in 

the Parks and Recreation Plan. The pathway is expected to be completed in 2021. 

The city was nominated by the Department of Health for a Complete Streets Award and was issued the 

highest award of $300,000 in 2019. The award was focused on continuing the downtown sidewalks and 

working towards connecting pedestrian facilities from the TIB sidewalk grant and the WSDOT pedestrian 

pathway grant. The sidewalks are expected to be completed in 2020. 



 

 

The RCO Grant for 259,000.00 was focused on developing one of the two Ice Age Floods themed parks as 

approved in the Parks and Recreation Plan. The park is slated to be developed in 2020.  

The FEMA Grant for $197,000.00 was awarded after the severe storm a few years ago that destroyed 

some of the city’s streets. The grant was focused on repairing damaged streets and trying to ensure that 

future stormwater and severe storm events could be prevented in the future. The FEMA project was 

completed in 2018. 

The city was awarded a grant for $77,000.00 from the Department of Ecology to create a Stormwater Plan 

for the city. The plan is expected to be completed by the end of 2019.  

The city has been very fortunate to receive such an abundance of assistance from all these sources. It is 

not common for one city to be awarded this much assistance in a very little amount of time. It has been 

the hard work of the city council, mayor, city staff, engineers, community groups, as well as private and 

public agencies that have been integral in ensuring positive development happens in our community. The 

result has been progress that both focuses on the safety of its residents and builds reliable infrastructure 

for the future.  

 

Sincerely,  

City Council, Mayor and Staff of the City of Electric City 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


